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he year 2020 was a challenging one for the World Economy. The world 

Teconomy was thrust into peril as a result of Coronavirus diseases 2019 
(COVID-19) pandemic which badly affected every sector of the economy at 

local, national and global levels.

The COVID-19 pandemic brought about setbacks that challenged the maritime 
industry in terms of functionality and capability. The Secretary General of the 
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) cited the 
importance of the global maritime sector in response to COVID-19 and 
encouraged governments across the world to keep commercial shipping activities 
ongoing. This call was in realisation of the importance of allowing access to ports 
worldwide due to its critical role in the supply of the world’s food, energy, raw 
materials and manufactured goods.

The Nigeria’s shipping sector was adversely affected by the pandemic. The sector 
witnessed a closure of businesses but the seaports remained operational due to 
the fact that they were designated as providers of “essential services”. The 
nations shipping sector suffered an estimated loss of over �500 Billion (Five 
Hundred Billion Naira) while, according to the Vice President of the Association of 
Nigerian Licensed Customs Agents (ANCLA), an estimated 35% of the workforce 
lost their jobs.

While the challenges were enormous, some unexpected opportunities opened 
up. These helped in setting new standards in respect of port operations in 
Nigeria. Synergy and unity of purpose across all stakeholders in the industry 
(terminal operators, government agencies, shippers, shipping lines, freight 
forwarders, bankers, trade unions, haulage operators etc.) became the focus to 
ensure trade facilitation and ease of doing business.

Nigerian Shippers’ Council as the Port Economic Regulator, in collaboration with 
stakeholders in the industry, sought out ways to reduce the impact of the 
pandemic on the economy. This collaboration led to interventions, significant 
contributions in the areas of stakeholders’ engagement, health and safety 
inspections.

This report x-rays Council’s efforts in fulfilling its statutory responsibilities and its 
role in easing the impacts of COVID-19 pandemic on the activities of the nation’s 
ports in the year 2020.

Phillip Eduwa
Director, Strategic Planning and Research
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